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Introduction
Climate change is a fact that will likely get worse in the years to 

come, according to recent predictions. A serious concern to respiratory 
health is climate change: either by directly developing or worsening 
respiratory disorders, or, alternatively, by increasing exposure to 
respiratory disease risk factors. The quantity of pollen and allergens 
each plant produces, the spread of mold, and the concentrations of 
ozone and particulate matter at ground level are all increased by climate 
change. Asthma, rhino sinusitis, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD), and respiratory tract infections are the key illnesses to be 
concerned about. People with pre-existing cardiac disorders or those 
who are less fortunate are among the groups more vulnerable to the 
consequences of climate change. Mitigation and adaptation strategies 
are necessary [1].

As a result, public health initiatives are necessary to lessen the impact 
of air pollution and climate change on respiratory health. According to 
the analysis, cutting greenhouse gas emissions will help to slow down 
climate change and lower the severity of extreme weather occurrences. 
The morbidity of respiratory disorders is decreased by regulatory and 
technical advancements that improve air quality. The vulnerability of 
people to the negative health consequences of air pollution and climate 
change can also be reduced with the help of policies and initiatives 
targeted at enhancing healthcare access and social support. To handle 
the intricate and multifaceted problems of climate change, air pollution, 
and respiratory health, there is an urgent need for ongoing research, the 
development of regulations, and public health initiatives. Interventions 
that are realistic and thorough help safeguard respiratory health and 
improve overall public health outcomes [2,3].

By warming seas, rising sea levels, melting glaciers, retreating 
Arctic sea ice, and decreased snow cover in the Northern Hemisphere, 
it is now universally acknowledged that the earth's temperature is 
rising. The volume, intensity, frequency, and type of precipitation are 
also changing, and there are more extreme weather events including 
hurricanes, heat waves, droughts, and floods. The observed increase 
in anthropogenic greenhouse gas concentrations is probably to blame 
for the majority of the reported rise in globally averaged temperatures 
since the middle of the 20th century. The situation would deteriorate 

with an increase in the mean temperature of between 1.1 and 6.4°C 
by the end of the 21st century, according to projections of projected 
greenhouse gas emissions. By encouraging or exacerbating respiratory 
disorders or indirectly by increasing exposure to risk factors for 
respiratory diseases, climate change poses a grave direct danger to 
respiratory health [4]. Weather, air and water quality, local and national 
food sources, economy, and many other important health variables are 
all impacted by the climate. According to observational data, regional 
climate changes, notably temperature rises, have an impact on a wide 
range of physical and biological systems around the world, some of 
which are harmful to respiratory health [5]. As a result of the polar ice 
packs receding, sea levels have also begun to rise. Heat waves and ice 
melt have both caused water shortages in some locations, which are 
frequently accompanied by water deterioration. As a result, people 
have moved in large numbers, which has an impact on respiratory 
health. However, it is evident that significant climate changes can also 
involve more severe winters and heat waves, both of which pose a risk 
to respiratory health.

Mitigation and adaptation

Addressing the impact of air pollution on respiratory health in the 
era of climate change requires a multi-pronged approach,

Transition to clean energy: Reducing reliance on fossil fuels and 
transitioning to clean energy sources, such as renewable energy and 
electric transportation, can significantly reduce air pollution [6].

Improved public health measures: Public health initiatives, such 
as air quality monitoring, early warning systems, and vaccination 
programs, are essential to mitigate the impact of respiratory diseases [7].
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Abstract
As a result of continued economic progress and population increase in many parts of the world, air pollution 

levels are predicted to rise, increasing the burden of respiratory ailments. This is especially true for vulnerable 
groups including children, the elderly, and those who already have respiratory conditions. Significant worldwide 
health issues are posed by the effects of air pollution and climate change on respiratory disorders. This review's 
investigation of the effects of these challenges' interconnections will center on respiratory conditions. According to 
predictions, climate change would increase extreme weather events' frequency and intensity, amplifying air pollution 
levels and aggravating respiratory ailments. As a result of continued economic progress and population growth in 
many parts of the world, air pollution levels are predicted to rise, increasing the burden of respiratory ailments. This 
is especially true for vulnerable groups like children, the elderly, and people who already have respiratory conditions. 
These difficulties cause oxidative stress, inflammation, and impaired lung immune system performance.

The Impact of Air Pollution on Respiratory Diseases in an Era of Climate 
Change
Jeanne Aubert*
Department of Health Sciences, Universita ` degli Studi di Milano, Milan, Italy



Citation: Aubert J (2023) The Impact of Air Pollution on Respiratory Diseases in an Era of Climate Change. J Pulm Res Dis 7: 150.

Page 2 of 2

Volume 7 • Issue 4 • 1000150J Pulm Res Dis, an open access journal

Urban planning: Designing cities with a focus on green spaces, 
public transportation, and reduced vehicular traffic can help mitigate 
air pollution and promote healthier lifestyles [8].

Climate adaptation: Preparing healthcare systems and 
infrastructure for the increased burden of respiratory diseases is crucial. 
This includes better access to healthcare, telemedicine, and improved 
respiratory disease management [9, 10].

Conclusion
Energy production, transportation, agriculture, food production, 

and waste management are the primary drivers of greenhouse gas 
emissions that cause climate change, and any attempts to mitigate 
it must take each of these issues into account. While it is difficult to 
anticipate future climatic patterns, it is likely that the globe will see an 
increase in the number of hot days, fewer frosty days, and more periods 
of severe rain and subsequent floods, regardless of the measures taken 
to mitigate climate change. Contrarily, it is anticipated that there will 
be more dry spells. In this regard, it's crucial to keep in mind that 
surface air temperature will continue to slowly increase for at least a 
century after carbon dioxide emissions are curtailed and atmospheric 
concentrations stabilize. Environmental risk factors are expected to 
have a greater impact in the coming years as climate change affects 
several physical and biological systems, including the immune and 
respiratory systems that are essential to human health. In conclusion, 
two pathways exist via which anthropogenic aerosols and chemical 
air pollutants might modify the effects of allergenic pollen species. As 
an example, chemical stress on plants, protein nitration, and pollen 
disintegration with allergen release are all examples of physical, 
chemical, and biological interactions that can alter the quantity and/or 
characteristics of allergens in the air. Second, the presence of chemicals 
and aerosols, such as diesel exhausts, ozone, and nitrogen dioxide, 
as well as particulate matter, might make people more susceptible to 
allergies. Air pollution and polyposis are impacted by and interact with 
climate change, which in turn impacts asthma frequency and severity 
as well as the clinical manifestation of allergy illness. The distribution 
and severity of allergy illness as well as the timing, dispersion, amount, 
and quality of aeroallergens are all impacted by climate change. The 
prevalence of allergic illness is impacted by changes in local weather 
patterns, including minimum and maximum temperatures, rainfall, 
and storms. A combination strategy includes primary prevention 
through greenhouse gas reduction to stabilize the climate and secondary 
prevention through clinical intervention to reduce increases in asthma 

and allergy illness caused by climate change. Future climate change 
may be influenced by how quickly and effectively global mitigation 
and adaptation initiatives are implemented. Climate change-related 
increases in air and water pollution are the cause of both respiratory 
infections and the deterioration of chronic respiratory disorders like 
asthma and COPD. There is considerable disagreement about how 
much air pollution contributes to the emergence of such complicated 
illnesses. In general, lowering air pollution could help patients feel the 
effects of climate change less strongly. In conclusion, political decisions 
must be made to support clean air policies at both the national and 
international levels. Strategies to reduce climatic changes and chemical 
and biological air pollution are political in nature, but citizens, 
particularly health professionals and societies, must raise their voices in 
the decision-making process. Particular attention must be paid to the 
population at heightened risk.
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