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Abstract

investigation nursing.

Forensic nursing science is an evolving field that combines the principles of nursing with the specialized knowledge
of forensic science. It encompasses the application of nursing skills to individuals who have experienced trauma,
violence, or have become victims of crime. This abstract provides an overview of the key components and objectives of
forensic nursing science. Forensic nurses play a crucial role in the legal system by collecting and preserving evidence,
providing expert testimony, and supporting victims through their healing process. They work in various settings, including
hospitals, clinics, correctional facilities, and forensic laboratories. The field of forensic nursing science encompasses
several sub-specialties, including sexual assault nursing, domestic violence nursing, child abuse nursing, and death
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Introduction

Forensic nursing science is a specialized field within nursing that
combines the principles of healthcare with the application of forensic
science. It focuses on providing holistic care to individuals who have
experienced trauma, violence, or have become victims of crime [1].
Forensic nurses play a crucial role in the legal system by bridging
the gap between medicine and law enforcement, contributing to the
investigation, prosecution, and prevention of crimes. The concept
of forensic nursing emerged in the late 20th century as healthcare
professionals recognized the need for specialized care for individuals
affected by violence and crime [2]. In 1992, the International Association
of Forensic Nurses (IAFN) was established to promote the development
and recognition of forensic nursing as a distinct field [3].

Forensic nursing encompasses

Forensic nursing encompasses various sub-specialties, each
addressing specific types of crimes and populations. Sexual assault
nursing focuses on providing compassionate care to survivors of sexual
assault while ensuring the collection and preservation of evidence.
Domestic violence nursing involves caring for individuals affected
by intimate partner violence and assisting them in breaking the cycle
of abuse. Child abuse nursing focuses on identifying and addressing
cases of child maltreatment, including physical abuse, sexual abuse,
and neglect. Death investigation nursing involves assisting in the
determination of cause and manner of death and providing support to
families during the grieving process [4].

The role of forensic nurses

The role of forensic nurses extends beyond the clinical setting.
They are involved in forensic examinations, evidence collection, and
documentation of injuries, which are crucial for legal proceedings.
They collaborate with law enforcement agencies, attorneys, and other
healthcare professionals to provide expert testimony and contribute
to the investigation and prosecution of crimes. Additionally, forensic
nurses often participate in community outreach programs, providing
education on violence prevention, and advocating for the rights of
victims. Advancements in technology and forensic science have
significantly influenced the field of forensic nursing. Nurses now utilize
specialized techniques such as forensic photography, DNA analysis, and
digital evidence collection to enhance the accuracy and reliability of
evidence. These advancements not only aid in identifying perpetrators

but also contribute to the prevention of future crimes [5].

Materials and methods

The primary objectives of forensic nursing science are to provide
comprehensive healthcare to individuals affected by crime or trauma,
ensure the proper collection and preservation of evidence, and
collaborate with multidisciplinary teams to support the investigation
and prosecution of crimes. Forensic nurses are trained in both medical
and forensic techniques, allowing them to assess and document injuries,
identify signs of abuse, and collect valuable forensic evidence [6].

Scope of forensic nursing science

The scope of forensic nursing science extends beyond the clinical
realm. Forensic nurses are involved in community education,
prevention programs, and policy development related to violence and
crime [7]. They advocate for the rights of victims and strive to create
safer environments for individuals and communities. Advancements
in technology and forensic science have expanded the role of forensic
nurses [8]. They now utilize specialized tools and techniques such as
forensic photography, DNA analysis, and digital evidence collection.
This interdisciplinary approach enhances the accuracy and reliability
of forensic evidence, ultimately contributing to the pursuit of justice.

Conclusion

In conclusion, forensic nursing science is a vital and evolving field
that bridges the gap between healthcare and the legal system. Through
their expertise in nursing and forensic science, forensic nurses provide
comprehensive care to victims, collect crucial evidence, and contribute
to the investigation and prosecution of crimes [9]. The field continues
to evolve as new technologies and methodologies emerge, allowing
forensic nurses to make significant contributions to the field of justice.
Forensic nursing science is a specialized field that combines nursing
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skills with forensic science principles to provide comprehensive
care to individuals affected by violence, trauma, or crime. Forensic
nurses play a critical role in the legal system by collecting evidence,
supporting victims, and collaborating with multidisciplinary teams.
As the field continues to evolve and adapt to emerging technologies
and methodologies, forensic nursing will continue to make significant
contributions to the pursuit of justice and the well-being of individuals
and communities [10].

Acknowledgement
None

References

1. Valentine JL (2014) Why we do what we do: A theoretical evaluation of the
integrated practice model for forensic nursing science. J Forensic Nurs 10:113-
119.

2. Valentine JL, Sekula LK, Lynch V (2020) Evolution of forensic nursing theory-
Introduction of the constructed theory of forensic nursing care: A middle-range
theory. J Forensic Nurs 16:188-198.

3. Hammer R (2000) Caring in forensic nursing: Expanding the holistic model. J
Psychosoc Nurs Ment Health Serv 38:18-24.

4. Maeve KM, Vaughn MS (2001) Nursing with prisoners: The practice of caring,
forensic nursing or penal harm nursing? Adv Nurs Sci 24:47-64.

Drake SA, Adams NL (2015) Three forensic nursing science simulations. Clin
Simul Nurs 11:194-198.

Hobbs CJ, Bilo RA (2009) Non-accidental trauma: clinical aspects and
epidemiology of child abuse. Pediatr Radiol 6:34-37.

Geddes JF (2009) Nonaccidental trauma: clinical aspects and epidemiology of
child abuse. Pediatr Radiol 39:759.

Geddes JF, Tasker RC, Hackshaw AK (2003) Dural haemorrhage in non-
traumatic infant deaths: does it explain the bleeding in ‘shaken baby syndrome’?
Neuropathol Appl Neurobiol 29:14-22.

Geddes JF, Talbert DG (2006) Paroxysmal coughing, subdural and retinal
bleeding: a computer modelling approach. Neuropathol Appl Neurobiol 32:625-
634.

.Cohen MC, Scheimberg | (2008) Evidence of occurrence of intradural and

subdural hemorrhage in the perinatal and neonatal period in the context of
hypoxic ischemic encephalopathy. An observational study from two referral
institutions in the United Kingdom. Pediatr Dev Pathol 63:92-96.

. Mack J, Squier W, Eastman J (2009) Anatomy and development of the

meninges: implications for subdural collections and CSF circulation. Pediatr
Radiol 39: 200-210.

.Bell S, Sah S, Albright TD, Gates SJ, Denton MB et al. (2018) A call for more

science in forensic science. Proc Natl Acad Sci Unit States Am 115:4541-4544.

Glob J Nurs Forensic Stud, an open access journal

Volume 7 « Issue 2 + 1000224


https://journals.lww.com/forensicnursing/Abstract/2014/07000/Why_We_Do_What_We_Do__A_Theoretical_Evaluation_of.2.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/forensicnursing/Abstract/2014/07000/Why_We_Do_What_We_Do__A_Theoretical_Evaluation_of.2.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/forensicnursing/Fulltext/2020/12000/Evolution_of_Forensic_Nursing_Theory__Introduction.3.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/forensicnursing/Fulltext/2020/12000/Evolution_of_Forensic_Nursing_Theory__Introduction.3.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/forensicnursing/Fulltext/2020/12000/Evolution_of_Forensic_Nursing_Theory__Introduction.3.aspx
https://journals.healio.com/doi/abs/10.3928/0279-3695-20001101-09
https://journals.lww.com/advancesinnursingscience/Abstract/2001/12000/Nursing_with_Prisoners__The_Practice_of_Caring,.6.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/advancesinnursingscience/Abstract/2001/12000/Nursing_with_Prisoners__The_Practice_of_Caring,.6.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1876139914002175
https://link.springer.com/?utm_medium=affiliate&utm_source=awin&utm_term=101248&awc=26429_1666420574_53c767ea4c347dbc5912627f2c61ca50
https://link.springer.com/?utm_medium=affiliate&utm_source=awin&utm_term=101248&awc=26429_1666420574_53c767ea4c347dbc5912627f2c61ca50
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00247-008-1136-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00247-008-1136-y
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1046/j.1365-2990.2003.00434.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1046/j.1365-2990.2003.00434.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1365-2990.2006.00771.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1365-2990.2006.00771.x
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.2350/08-08-0509.1
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.2350/08-08-0509.1
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.2350/08-08-0509.1
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.2350/08-08-0509.1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00247-008-1084-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00247-008-1084-6
https://www.pnas.org/doi/abs/10.1073/pnas.1712161115
https://www.pnas.org/doi/abs/10.1073/pnas.1712161115

	Title
	Abstract

