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Abstract
Chromatography is a powerful analytical technique used to separate and identify the components of complex 

mixtures. It involves passing a sample through a stationary phase, which interacts with the components of the sample 
to varying degrees, causing them to be separated as they pass through the stationary phase. Chromatography can 
be used to separate a wide range of compounds, including small molecules, proteins, and nucleic acids. There are 
many different types of chromatography, including gas chromatography, liquid chromatography, and ion exchange 
chromatography, each with its own strengths and limitations. Chromatography has many important applications in 
fields such as chemistry, biochemistry, environmental science, and pharmaceuticals. It is used to identify and quantify 
compounds in a sample, to purify molecules for further study, and to analyze the composition of complex mixtures. The 
development of new chromatographic techniques and instrumentation is expected to continue to advance our ability to 
analyze and understand complex mixtures and their properties.
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Introduction
Chromatography is a powerful analytical technique used to 

separate and identify the components of complex mixtures. It is 
a physical method of separation that relies on the interaction of the 
sample components with a stationary phase and a mobile phase. The 
stationary phase can be a solid or a liquid, and the mobile phase can be 
a gas or a liquid. As the sample passes through the stationary phase, the 
components of the sample interact with it to varying degrees, causing 
them to be separated based on [1-4] their physical and chemical 
properties. Chromatography can be used to separate and analyze 
a wide range of compounds, including small molecules, proteins, 
and nucleic acids. The technique has many important applications 
in fields such as chemistry, biochemistry, environmental science, 
and pharmaceuticals. The development of new chromatographic 
techniques and instrumentation is [5-10] expected to further expand 
the capabilities of this field, allowing us to analyze and understand 
complex mixtures with increasing accuracy and precision.

Materials and Methods
The materials and methods for chromatography will depend on the 

specific type of chromatography being used, as well as the nature of 
the sample being analyzed. Here are some general guidelines: Sample 
Preparation: The first step is to prepare the sample for analysis. This 
may involve extraction, purification, or other methods to isolate the 
components of interest. Selection of Chromatography Method: The 
next step is to select the appropriate chromatography method based on 
the properties of the sample and the desired outcome. There are many 
different types of chromatography, including gas chromatography, 
liquid chromatography, ion exchange chromatography, and size 
exclusion chromatography, among others. Preparation of the 
Stationary Phase: The stationary phase is the material that the sample 
will interact with as it passes through the column. This can be a solid 
support or a liquid phase. The stationary phase is typically packed into 
a column [1-10]. Preparation of the Mobile Phase: The mobile phase 
is the fluid that carries the sample through the column. The mobile 
phase can be a gas or a liquid, and its composition will depend on the 
type of chromatography being used. Injection of Sample: The sample 
is introduced into the column through an injection port. The sample 
is carried through the column by the mobile phase. Separation of 

Components: As the sample passes through the stationary phase, the 
components of the sample interact with it to varying degrees, causing 
them to be separated based on their physical and chemical properties. 
Detection: The separated components can be detected as they exit the 
column. Different types of detectors may be used, depending on the 
type of chromatography being used. Analysis and Interpretation: The 
data obtained from the chromatogram can be analyzed and interpreted 
to identify and quantify the components of the sample. Overall, the 
materials and methods for chromatography will depend on the specific 
type of chromatography being used, as well as the nature of the sample 
being analyzed. Optimization of the chromatographic conditions and 
careful sample preparation are critical for obtaining accurate and 
reliable results.

Types of Chromatography Techniques
There are many different types of chromatography techniques that 

can be used to separate and analyze different types of compounds. Here 
are some of the most commonly used chromatography techniques: 
Gas chromatography (GC): GC is a type of chromatography that 
separates volatile organic compounds based on their affinity for a 
stationary phase in a gas chromatography column. It is often used to 
analyze organic compounds and is particularly useful for separating 
and analyzing complex mixtures. Liquid chromatography (LC): LC is a 
type of chromatography that separates non-volatile compounds based 
on their affinity for a stationary phase in a liquid chromatography 
column. LC can be further divided into several subtypes, including 
reverse-phase, normal-phase, and ion-exchange chromatography. Ion 
exchange chromatography (IEC): IEC is a type of chromatography 



Citation: Nomi MB (2023) Detailed Notes on Chromatography. J Anal Bioanal Tech 14: 517.

Page 2 of 2

J Anal Bioanal Tech, an open access journal Volume 14 • Issue 5 • 1000517

that separates charged particles based on their charge interactions with 
an oppositely charged stationary phase. IEC is often used to separate 
proteins and other biomolecules. Size exclusion chromatography 
(SEC): SEC is a type of chromatography that separates molecules based 
on their size. It is often used to separate proteins, nucleic acids, and 
other biomolecules. Affinity chromatography (AC): AC is a type of 
chromatography that separates molecules based on their affinity for 
a specific ligand attached to the stationary phase. AC is often used 
to isolate and purify proteins and other biomolecules. Thin-layer 
chromatography (TLC): TLC is a type of chromatography that separates 
small molecules based on their affinity for a stationary phase coated on 
a thin layer of a solid support. It is often used for qualitative analysis of 
mixtures. High-performance liquid chromatography (HPLC): HPLC 
is a type of liquid chromatography that uses high-pressure pumps 
to increase the flow rate and resolution of the separation. It is often 
used to separate and analyze complex mixtures. Overall, the choice of 
chromatography technique will depend on the nature of the sample 
and the specific separation requirements. Each technique has its own 
advantages and limitations, and the selection of the most appropriate 
technique is critical for obtaining accurate and reliable results.

Applications on Chromatography Techniques
Chromatography techniques have numerous applications 

in a wide range of fields, including: Pharmaceutical industry: 
Chromatography is used extensively in the pharmaceutical industry 
to analyze drug compounds and their metabolites, to assess drug 
purity, and to monitor the quality of drug products. Forensic science: 
Chromatography techniques are used in forensic science to identify 
and analyze trace amounts of drugs, explosives, and other compounds. 
Environmental monitoring: Chromatography is used to analyze and 
monitor contaminants in environmental samples, such as air, water, 
and soil. Food and beverage industry: Chromatography is used to 
analyze food and beverage samples for quality control and to detect 
adulteration or contamination. Biotechnology: Chromatography 
is used in biotechnology to purify proteins, DNA, and other 
biomolecules for use in research and development. Petrochemical 
industry: Chromatography is used to analyze and monitor the quality 
of petroleum products, such as gasoline and diesel fuel. Clinical 
diagnostics: Chromatography is used in clinical diagnostics to analyze 
blood and urine samples for the presence of drugs, hormones, and 
other biomolecules. Overall, chromatography techniques have a wide 
range of applications in various industries and fields, making them an 
essential tool for scientific research and analysis.

Conclusion
Chromatography techniques are widely used in various fields of 

science and industry for separation, identification, and quantification 
of different types of compounds. Chromatography techniques provide 
high-resolution separation of complex mixtures and are essential for 
the analysis and characterization of a wide range of samples, including 
pharmaceuticals, environmental samples, food and beverages, 
biomolecules, petroleum products, and clinical diagnostics. The choice 
of chromatography technique depends on the nature of the sample 
and the specific separation requirements. Overall, chromatography 
techniques play a critical role in scientific research and analysis and 
will continue to be an essential tool for many years to come.
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