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Abstract
Veterinary public health integrates principles of veterinary science, public health, and epidemiology to address 

health issues at the human-animal-environment interface. Recent advancements in disease surveillance, zoonotic 
disease control, and integrated One Health approaches have significantly enhanced the field. However, challenges 
such as emerging zoonotic diseases, antimicrobial resistance, and disparities in health equity remain critical concerns. 
This article reviews recent developments in veterinary public health, examines current challenges, and explores future 
directions to improve global health outcomes.
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Introduction
Veterinary public health is a multidisciplinary field that focuses 

on the interactions between animals, humans, and the environment to 
promote health and prevent disease. It encompasses a broad range of 
activities including disease surveillance, zoonotic disease control, food 
safety, and health education [1]. The field operates at the intersection 
of veterinary science, public health, and environmental science, aiming 
to improve overall health outcomes and address health threats that 
arise from the complex interactions among humans, animals, and their 
environments. Recent advancements in veterinary public health have 
significantly enhanced disease detection, prevention, and management. 
Innovations in surveillance systems, diagnostic technologies, and 
collaborative frameworks such as One Health have transformed the 
approach to managing health risks. Despite these advancements, 
challenges such as emerging zoonotic diseases, antimicrobial 
resistance, and health disparities continue to impact public health 
efforts. This article provides an overview of recent advancements in 
veterinary public health, discusses ongoing challenges, and explores 
future directions to strengthen the field [2].

Advancements in Disease Surveillance and Monitoring

Disease surveillance and monitoring are fundamental components 
of veterinary public health. Recent advancements in technology 
have greatly improved the ability to detect and track diseases in real-
time [3]. Geographic Information Systems (GIS), remote sensing, 
and digital health platforms have enhanced the capacity to monitor 
disease outbreaks, analyze trends, and allocate resources effectively. 
The integration of big data analytics and machine learning has further 
revolutionized disease surveillance. These technologies enable the 
analysis of large datasets from various sources, including electronic 
health records, laboratory reports, and social media, to identify and 
predict disease outbreaks. Early warning systems and predictive 
modeling tools support timely interventions and improve preparedness 
for potential public health threats [4].

Zoonotic Disease Control and Prevention

Zoonotic diseases, which are transmitted between animals and 
humans, pose significant public health risks. Advances in molecular 
diagnostics, vaccine development, and vector control have improved 
the ability to prevent and control zoonotic diseases. Rapid diagnostic 
tests for pathogens such as viruses, bacteria [5], and parasites enable 
early detection and prompt treatment, reducing the risk of disease 
spread. Vaccination programs targeting zoonotic diseases such as 

rabies, leptospirosis, and West Nile virus have been expanded and 
improved. Novel vaccine platforms, including recombinant vaccines 
and mRNA-based vaccines, offer new approaches to controlling 
zoonotic diseases. Vector control measures, such as the use of insect 
repellents and targeted insecticide applications, have also been 
enhanced to reduce the transmission of vector-borne diseases.

One Health Approach

The One Health approach recognizes the interconnectedness 
of human, animal, and environmental health. Recent efforts have 
focused on strengthening One Health collaboration among veterinary 
professionals [6], public health officials, and environmental scientists. 
Integrated One Health programs address health issues holistically, 
considering the complex interactions between humans, animals, 
and the environment. One Health initiatives have been successful 
in addressing issues such as antimicrobial resistance, emerging 
zoonotic diseases, and environmental contamination. Collaborative 
research, shared data, and joint interventions contribute to a more 
comprehensive understanding of health risks and effective solutions.

Emerging and Re-emerging Zoonotic Diseases

Emerging and re-emerging zoonotic diseases pose significant 
challenges to veterinary public health. Factors such as global travel, 
climate change, and changes in land use contribute to the spread of 
new and re-emerging pathogens. Addressing these challenges requires 
continuous surveillance, rapid response capabilities, and international 
collaboration [7]. Efforts to mitigate the impact of emerging diseases 
include strengthening global surveillance networks, enhancing 
diagnostic capabilities, and promoting research on novel pathogens. 
Coordinated responses involving veterinary, public health, and 
environmental sectors are essential for controlling and preventing the 
spread of zoonotic diseases.

Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR)
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Antimicrobial resistance is a growing concern in veterinary public 
health, as it affects the effectiveness of treatments for both human and 
animal diseases. The overuse and misuse of antimicrobial agents in 
veterinary medicine and agriculture contribute to the development 
of resistant pathogens [8]. Addressing AMR requires a multifaceted 
approach, including the promotion of responsible antimicrobial use, the 
development of alternative treatment options, and the implementation 
of stewardship programs. Surveillance of antimicrobial use and 
resistance patterns, along with public awareness campaigns, are critical 
components of AMR management.

Health Equity and Access to Care

Disparities in access to veterinary care and public health services 
can impact health outcomes for both animals and humans. Ensuring 
equitable access to health services requires addressing barriers such as 
cost, geographic location, and availability of resources [9]. Efforts to 
improve health equity include expanding access to affordable veterinary 
care, increasing funding for public health programs, and promoting 
community engagement. Addressing social determinants of health and 
implementing targeted interventions can help reduce health disparities 
and improve outcomes for underserved populations.

Future Directions in Veterinary Public Health

Advancements in Precision Public Health

Precision public health aims to tailor interventions and health 
strategies to specific populations based on genetic, environmental, 
and lifestyle factors. Advances in genomics, data analytics, and 
personalized medicine will contribute to the development of targeted 
public health interventions [10]. In veterinary public health, precision 
approaches can enhance disease prevention and control by identifying 
at-risk populations, predicting disease outbreaks, and customizing 
interventions. Integrating genomic and environmental data with 
traditional surveillance methods will improve the effectiveness of 
public health strategies.

Strengthening International Collaboration and One Health 
Networks

Strengthening international collaboration and One Health 
networks will be crucial for addressing global health challenges. 
Collaborative efforts among countries, organizations, and sectors 
can enhance disease surveillance, research, and response capabilities. 
Expanding global partnerships, sharing data and resources, and 

coordinating responses to health threats will improve the effectiveness 
of public health interventions. Building robust One Health networks 
will support comprehensive and integrated approaches to health issues 
at the human-animal-environment interface.

Conclusion
Veterinary public health is a dynamic and evolving field that 

addresses health issues at the intersection of humans, animals, and the 
environment. Recent advancements in disease surveillance, zoonotic 
disease control, and One Health approaches have significantly 
improved the field. However, challenges such as emerging zoonotic 
diseases, antimicrobial resistance, and health disparities remain critical 
concerns. By focusing on precision public health, strengthening 
international collaboration, and innovating public health education, 
the future of veterinary public health holds promise for continued 
progress and improved global health outcomes.

References
1.	 Hutton VE (2019) Animal euthanasia-empathic care or empathic distress? Vet 

Rec 185: 477.

2.	 Martínez-Muñoz L (2021) Learning organizations and animal care programs in 
the absence of appropriate national legislation. Lab Anim 55: 399-407.

3.	 Malik J (2021) Animal-Assisted Interventions in Intensive Care Delirium: A 
Literature Review. AACN Adv Crit Care 32: 391-397.

4.	 Galardi M, De Santis M, Moruzzo R, Mutinelli F, Contalbrigo L (2021) Animal 
Assisted Interventions in the Green Care Framework: A Literature Review. Int 
J Environ Res Public Health 18: 9431.

5.	 Pinto KD, de Souza CTV, Teixeira MDL B, da Silveira Gouvêa MIF (2021) 
Animal assisted intervention for oncology and palliative care patients: A 
systematic review. Complement Ther Clin Pract 43: 101347.

6.	 Lenz N, Caduff U, Jörg R, Beglinger C, Rieder S (2020) Spatial accessibility to 
animal health care-a GIS based analysis. Schweiz Arch Tierheilkd, 162: 377-
386.

7.	 Johnson J (2020) Animal preferences vs regulatory standards of care. Lab 
Anim (NY) 49: 213-213.

8.	 Newton W, Signal T, Judd J (2021) The guidelines and policies that influence 
the conduct of Animal-Assisted Activities in Residential Aged-Care Facilities: A 
systematic integrative review. Complement Ther Clin Pract 44: 101395.

9.	 Guillén J, Steckler T (2019) Good research practice: lessons from animal 
care and use. In Good Research Practice in Non-Clinical Pharmacology and 
Biomedicine 367-382.

10.	Curtis SE (1987) Animal well-being and animal care. Vet Clin North Am Food 
Anim Pract 3: 369-382.

https://bvajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1136/vr.l5718
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00236772211019246
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00236772211019246
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jahanzeb-Malik-3/publication/352555260_Animal-Assisted_Interventions_in_Intensive_Care_Delirium_A_Literature_Review/links/6155f4f9a6fae644fbb4b47d/Animal-Assisted-Interventions-in-Intensive-Care-Delirium-A-Literature-Review.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jahanzeb-Malik-3/publication/352555260_Animal-Assisted_Interventions_in_Intensive_Care_Delirium_A_Literature_Review/links/6155f4f9a6fae644fbb4b47d/Animal-Assisted-Interventions-in-Intensive-Care-Delirium-A-Literature-Review.pdf
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/18/18/9431
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/18/18/9431
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1744388121000463?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1744388121000463?via%3Dihub
https://sat.gstsvs.ch/de/sat/sat-artikel/archiv/2020/062020/spatial-accessibility-to-animal-health-care-a-gis-based-analysis.html
https://sat.gstsvs.ch/de/sat/sat-artikel/archiv/2020/062020/spatial-accessibility-to-animal-health-care-a-gis-based-analysis.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41684-020-0597-y
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1744388121000943?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1744388121000943?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1744388121000943?via%3Dihub
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/164_2019_292
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/164_2019_292
https://bvajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1136/vr.l5718

	Abstract 

