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Abstract
Plastics have undoubtedly revolutionized numerous industries and aspects of daily life, offering unparalleled 

convenience and versatility. However, their widespread use has come at a significant cost to the environment. The 
proliferation of non-biodegradable plastics has led to alarming levels of pollution, with plastic waste clogging landfills, 
polluting waterways, and harming wildlife. In response to this ecological crisis, the development of biodegradable 
polymers has emerged as a promising solution to mitigate the environmental impact of plastic waste.

Keywords: Plastics; Biodegradable polymers; Industries

Introduction
Biodegradable polymers, also known as bioplastics, are derived 

from renewable resources such as plants, cornstarch, or even algae. 
Unlike traditional plastics derived from fossil fuels, these polymers can 
be broken down naturally by microorganisms into harmless byproducts 
such as water, carbon dioxide, and biomass. This inherent ability to 
degrade within a reasonable timeframe distinguishes biodegradable 
polymers from their conventional counterparts, offering a sustainable 
alternative for various applications [1,2].

Methodology
One of the most significant advantages of biodegradable polymers 

is their reduced environmental footprint. Traditional plastics can 
persist in the environment for centuries, contributing to long-term 
pollution and ecological damage. In contrast, biodegradable polymers 
facilitate the transition towards a circular economy by minimizing the 
accumulation of waste and decreasing reliance on finite fossil resources. 
By harnessing renewable feedstocks and promoting biodegradation, 
these polymers offer a more sustainable approach to plastic production 
and consumption [3-5].

Furthermore, the versatility of biodegradable polymers enables 
their application across diverse industries, ranging from packaging 
and agriculture to biomedical and textile sectors. In packaging, 
biodegradable plastics offer an eco-friendly alternative to single-use 
items such as shopping bags, food containers, and disposable cutlery. 
These materials can be designed to possess desirable properties such 
as flexibility, durability, and barrier properties while still degrading 
efficiently after use, reducing environmental pollution and conserving 
resources.

In agriculture, biodegradable polymers find application in mulch 
films, seed coatings, and biodegradable pots, providing farmers with 
sustainable solutions to enhance crop productivity while minimizing 
environmental impact. These materials offer benefits such as moisture 
retention, weed suppression, and soil erosion control, contributing to 
sustainable agriculture practices and reducing plastic contamination in 
agricultural ecosystems.

Moreover, biodegradable polymers hold immense potential in 
the biomedical field, where their biocompatibility and degradability 
make them ideal for various medical devices, drug delivery systems, 
and tissue engineering scaffolds. By leveraging biodegradable 
polymers, researchers can develop implantable devices that degrade 

harmlessly in the body over time, eliminating the need for additional 
surgical procedures for removal and reducing the risk of long-term 
complications [6-8].

In the textile industry, biodegradable polymers offer an alternative 
to conventional synthetic fibers such as polyester and nylon, which 
are derived from petrochemicals and persist in the environment for 
centuries. Biodegradable fibers made from sources such as bamboo, 
soy protein, and cellulose offer a sustainable option for clothing, 
textiles, and nonwoven applications, catering to the growing demand 
for eco-friendly fashion and reducing the environmental impact of 
textile production and waste.

Despite their numerous advantages, challenges remain in the 
widespread adoption of biodegradable polymers. Concerns regarding 
cost competitiveness, mechanical properties, and scalability of 
production hinder their widespread use compared to conventional 
plastics. However, ongoing research and technological advancements 
continue to address these limitations, driving innovation in 
biodegradable polymer materials, processing techniques, and end-of-
life management strategies.

Biodegradable polymers represent a promising solution to the 
environmental challenges posed by traditional plastics. By harnessing 
renewable resources and enabling efficient degradation, these polymers 
offer a sustainable alternative across various industries, from packaging 
and agriculture to biomedical and textiles. As global efforts intensify 
to combat plastic pollution and promote sustainability, biodegradable 
polymers are poised to play a pivotal role in shaping a more 
environmentally conscious and resilient future [9,10]. 

Conclusion
In conclusion, biodegradable polymers offer a sustainable alternative 

to traditional plastics, mitigating environmental impact and promoting 
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circular economy principles. Their ability to degrade naturally, coupled 
with diverse applications across industries, signifies their potential to 
address plastic pollution and foster a more environmentally conscious 
future. Despite existing challenges, ongoing research and technological 
advancements continue to enhance the viability and scalability of 
biodegradable polymers, driving innovation and adoption worldwide. 
As global awareness of environmental issues grows, biodegradable 
polymers stand as a promising solution to create a more sustainable 
and resilient planet for future generations.
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