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Letter To The Editor

According to the article written by Daeki et al. [1] published in this
journal, the authors of the manuscript investigated possible
relationships between HLA and chronic periodontitis in Libyan
patients and concluded that some HLA class I may represent risk
factors and one class II allele group and the HLA-DRB5 loci may
indicate protective factors for disease. This is an important study
because the correlation between genetic marker with oral diseases
could be influenced by geographical diversity in populations. However,
we have concerns about the HLA and about a citation in the article
published by our research group (Probst et al. [2]).

About HLA: The correct nomenclature of HLA alleles is described
in http://hla.alleles.org/nomenclature/index.html. The naming of HLA
genes and allele sequences and their quality control is the responsibility
of the WHO Nomenclature Committee for Factors of the HLA System,
which first met in 1968 [3]. Therefore, HLA-A2 for example indicates
specificity or serological group and not allele group. The correct
naming is HLA-A*02 (besides that, HLA-A*02 is an allele group not an
allele). The class II loci of the DR region are naming as DRB1, DRB3,
DRB4 and DRB5 (not DRB1, DRB3, DRB4 and DRB5). Furthermore,
DRBI group alleles may be named as DRB1*13 for example (not HLA-
DRB113 or DRB13 as described in table 4 of the manuscript). On the
other hand, the HLA-A35, A42 and A27 shown in the table 2, and
HLA-B80 shown in the table 3 are not found in the literature as
specificity or allele groups (http://hla.alleles.org/alleles/class1.html) [4].

In that manuscript [1] the authors cited twice the article published
by Probst et al. [2]. In the introduction it was referred as a number 12

and the authors affirm that the “certain HLA alleles seem to be
associated with susceptibility or resistance to periodontitis as
published in previous study”. In the discussion it was referred to as a
number 17 and according the authors “Probst et al. defined that CP is
predominantly in white European origin (80.6%), 12.5% in African
and 7.0% in Amerindian population”. In fact, Probst et al. did not study
the chronic periodontitis (CP). They studied the HLA polymorphism
and evaluated its contribution to the Brazilian populations. In
accordance with HLA phenotypic classification, they affirm that the
white population from Parana is predominantly of European origin
(80.6%), with a smaller contribution of African (12.5%) and
Amerindian (7.0%) genes and the Mulatto population consisting of
African (49.5%) and European (41.8%) ancestry, with a smaller but
significant contribution of Amerindian (8.7%) ancestry.
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