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Abstract

domain. International Working Group on the Dial§
highlight the importance of a multidisciplinary team,
diabetic foot ulcers.
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Description

Patients with Diabetes Me

impact on HRQOL co
have healed amputati

he time, or extremely”). Individual items
ent were reverse coded, and high scores on the DFS-SF

indicate 4 (good) HRQOL. The score of each subscale was
calculated b3 on a scale of 0 (poorer HRQOL) to 100 (higher
HRQOL). The ¥0st important finding of this cross sectional study that

included 141 patients with DFU was that the domain of “worried about
ulcers” had the lowest score in the study population, suggesting that
clinicians should try to work on the emotional state of patients with
DFU. Patients with DFU often experience emotional uncertainty about
when the ulcer will heal and whether new lesions will appear on their
feet, and it may be that clinicians have to devote more attention to this
domain. In a study by Al Ayed et al., the emotional health of patients
was affected by dyslipidaemia according to the Arabic version of the
36-item Short-Form (SF-36) survey [7]. In this study dyslipidaemia
was associated with lower scores in the domains of “worried about

provides comprehensive guidelines that
and the role of psychology in managing

ulcers” and“bothered by ulcer care”, highlighting the importance of
managing comorbidities for these patients [6]. In this sense, it was
also found that elevated Body Mass Index (BMI) had a negative
correlation with the HRQOL scores regarding the items of “worried
about ulcers” and “bothered by ulcer care”[6]. It is well known that
obesity is a common problem among patients with DM and DFU,
especially regarding lower mental component scores [1,7]. Moreover,
previous studies have found that diabetic foot is associated with
severely impaired HRQOL in both physical and mental health aspects
[2,8,9]. In this regard, this study found that patients with ischemic
DFU had significantly lower scores in the physical health domain [6].

On the other hand, the mean duration of diabetic foot was the most
influential factor related to worse scores in most of the domains of
DEFS-SF, followed by previous amputations. Valensi et al., Confirmed
that a longer duration of the DFU may be related to the duration of the
care process and is associated with a worse HRQOL with regard to
physical health, side effects, treatment, and financial burden according
the original form of the DFS [10].

The SINBAD DFU score had significant negative correlations with
leisure, physical health, dependence/daily life, and the “bothered by
ulcer care” domain, suggesting that HRQOL may be related to the
severity of DFU in this study population [6]. Valensi et al., used the
DFS survey with French subjects who had DFU and confirmed that a
more severe Wagner grade correlated with poorer HRQOL [10].
Similar results have also been found in the study by Kontodimopoulos
et al., where lower scores of the 6 domains of the DFS-SF correlated
with higher scores on the University of Texas wound classification
system for DFUS [11].
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In this study it was also found that previous amputation events were
the second most influential factor related to worse scores in more
domains. Patients with previous amputation showed significant
differences in five of the six analysed domains: Leisure, dependence /
daily life, negative emotions, “worried about ulcers/feet,” and
“bothered by ulcer care.” Moreover, the domains leisure (OR 0.98,
95% CI 0.97-0.99) and worried about ulcers/feet (OR 0.98, 95% CI
0.96-0.99) were identified as significant independent domains in
patients with the experience of a previous minor amputation [6]. Al
Ayer et al.,, demonstrated a particular impact on emotional health
measured by the Arabic version of the SF-36 survey in relation to
prior amputations [7]. Similarly, Perrin et al., reported higher mean
scores of bodily pains among patients with a history of amputatlon
compared to those without such a history using the same quess 2
[9]. Finally, this study showed that patients with a higher
education had significantly higher scores in the domains of
about ulcers” and physical health. In the same way, Yekta
showed a relationship between low educational Ig
in the physical component of patients with D4

relation between damage in social standig
conclusion based on the results of thy
this sense the
GDF) provides
comprehensive guidelines
multidisciplinary team,
psychology in managi
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