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Safety: A global healthcare issue

So how does Herbal and Traditional Medicine Make Horizon for Nature Cure fit into the title “Safety – a Global Health Care 
Issue”? Perhaps a better question would be where does it not fit? Safety must be everywhere – in everything we do, create, 

discuss, design, manufacture, develop, and practice – everything! Why should I be talking with you about Safety? I am the only 
person in the world who has the pleasure of representing three powerful, relevant organizations to our work:
•	 World Health Organization (WHO) – developing diagnostic codes ICD-TM11 
•	 Quality care and patient safety (WHO) globally
•	 International Standards Organization (ISO) focused on safety in herbs, devices and formulas including common 

vocabulary and standards for international classification and safety.
WHO Family of Classification ICD codes are used to count mortality, morbidity and co-morbidities. If the world does not 
count Traditional Medicine using ICD codes, Traditional Medicine does not count. Quality of care and patient safety is a 
world-wide concern in Health Care. Whether it is interventions, Acupuncture, Ayurveda, Naturopathy, Herbal Medicines 
or Homeopathy, each field presents elements of risk – thus the need for safe procedures, processes and protocols. Globally, 
hundreds of thousands of lives are lost each year due to adverse events. Events that might have been prevented had safe 
procedures, processes and protocols had been studied, implemented, and consistently reviewed. The World Health Organization 
has responded to the issue of adverse events by establishing a technical advisory group to begin addressing safety and global 
health care issues by creating a new classification in ICD-11. This classification will cut across all the established classifications. 
It will include Acupuncture, Herbal Medicines, vitamins and minerals, and Manipulative Therapies and includes adverse events 
in Western Medicine. This is the first time adverse events have been studies globally. The International Standards Organization 
has established a Technical Advisory Group (TAG-249) to create standards for the following:
•	 Single herbs
•	 Herbal formulations
•	 Needle manufacturing
•	 Other devices used in the practice of Acupuncture
•	 Informatics
A document has been created by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) in the United States to establish 
common formats. The common formats will assist with facilitating the collection of patient safety data globally. With common 
standards clinical and patient safety systems can share integrated data interchange formats, standard formats for electronically 
encoded information. Think about the impact global common language, global standards and the ability to share information 
about safe practice, as well as the ability to regularly monitor those safe practices, procedures and protocols will have on 
patients, practitioners, and positive world knowledge based on our work together.
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